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February 10, 2023 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cavey:  
  
Thank you for attending the February 1, 2023 meeting of the PPCSD Board of 
Education at Stissing Mountain Jr./Sr. High School and thank you also for your 
continued interest in district matters.  In response to the questions you asked during the 
open public comment period, the Board offers the following:  
  

1. Following up on the response from the last meeting, you inquired more 

specifically about what Board members have conveyed to the NYS Education 

Department about the impact of its mandates to students during the pandemic.   

a. Assuming you are referring to learning loss or the effects of COVID on 

PPCSD students, I am not aware of any specific correspondence that any 

particular Board member has had with NYSED regarding the impacts to 

our district of the COVID pandemic.  As previously stated, the Board 

swore an oath to uphold the US Constitution and the laws and Constitution 

of the State of New York and were bound to abide by the mandate to enter 

into remote instruction.  While none of us found this to be an ideal 

situation, it presented an appropriate means to do the best we could 

during an unprecedented, public health crisis.  I am certain that many will 

study the impacts of the pandemic and will scrutinize the decisions made 

to understand how we may better prepare for such a situation should it 

present itself again.  For the Board’s part, we are less concerned with 

those studies now, though we eagerly await the findings of any such and 

will give them their proper consideration when they are 

presented.  Rather, we are more concerned with the ways in which the 

District may directly assist our students academically, socially and 

emotionally as we emerge from the pandemic.  

  
2. During the tour of the Stissing Mountain Jr./Sr. High School, did any of the Board 

Members look at the locker rooms?  

a. None of the Board members inspected the locker rooms during the 

SMJSHS tour.  We do not feel it necessary to witness firsthand the 

activities of a locker room in order to understand how they are used.  We 

trust that administrators and students will inform the appropriate people of 

any conditions that require attention.  To that end, we have been told that 

there are several private changing areas with curtains for students to 

change in.  If you are concerned with the impact of allowing transgendered 

students to access the locker room or restroom consistent with their 



gender identify, all NYS schools are required to do so under DASA, Title 

IX, and the Equal Protection Clauses of the Federal and New York State 

Constitutions.    

  
3. Can the Board provide me with the amount of aid that the district receives per 

student from NYS and Federal sources?  

a. The Board would encourage you to contact the district Business Official, 

Laura Rafferty via email or by calling the school and reaching her at 

extension 1402.    

  
4. Hearing the word equity—can the Board define what equity means to them?  

a. To most effectively answer this question, I will refer to the National Equity 

Project and their definition of Educational Equity and how to achieve 

it:   “Educational equity means that each child receives what they need to 

develop to their full academic and social potential.  Working towards 

equity in schools involves: Ensuring equally high outcomes for all 

participants in our educational systems; removing the predictability of 

success or failures that currently correlates with any social or cultural 

factor; Interrupting inequitable practices, examining biases, and creating 

inclusive multicultural school environments for adults and children; 

and Discovering and cultivating the unique gifts, talents and interests that 

every human possesses.”  

 
Best Regards, 
Joe Kiernan 
On behalf of the PPCSD Board of Education.  
 
 
Dear Mrs. Lamping: 
 

1. Has the district ever considered recording the assemblies throughout the year? As a 
parent it is helpful to know they are happening. Can parents watch them at a later time? 
Are there legalities involved?  
 
I have asked the building principals share any and all assembly dates that are upcoming 
with parents/guardians. Additionally, the topics and key items of an assembly will be 
communicated with parents/guardians in advance. We do not videotape assemblies for 
viewing at a later date, as this would create a privacy concern involving other students 
and families.  
 

2. There is a sign on the locker rooms that they are locked during the school day – due to a 
vandalism and vaping issue.  Is there a better way to handle it? Can we find a different 
solution?  
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Our current protocol is to allow students to use the locker room to change before and 

after gym class. During the class period, the locker room is locked to prevent students 

not in gym class from coming in and out of the locker room.  If there is a need for a 

student participating in that gym class to enter the locker room, the student should speak 

with the gym teacher.  

 

Dr. Brian Timm 

On behalf of the PPCSD Board of Education.  
 

 
 
 
 


